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but from' the psychological standpoint it is not always
fortunate ; since there often exists great disparity between
the purely instinctive and the individually differentiated
personality. In such a case the race might indeed be
invigorated by a purely instinctive choice, but individual
happiness may be destroyed. (The concept 'instinct*
is of course only a collective concept for a great variety of
organic and psychic factors whose nature is mainly unknown.)
If the individual is to be' regarded only as an instrument
. for maintaining the species, then the purely instinctive choice
in marriage is by far the best. But since the foundations
of such a choice are unconscious, only a kind of impersonal
connexion can be founded upon them, connexions such as
we can observe very beautifully among primitives. If we
can speak here of a ' relationship' at all, it is at best but
a pallid and distant connexion of a very impersonal character;
one that is wholly regulated by traditional customs and
prejudices, a pattern for every conventional marriage.
In so far as the intelligence, or cunning, or the so-called
solicitous love of the parents has not arranged the marriages
of the children, and in so far as the primitive instinct of the
children is not crippled either by false education, or through
the secret influence of repressed and neglected parental
complexes, the choice in marriage will normally follow
instinctive motivations. Unconsciousness brings about non-
discrimination or unconscious identity. The practical con-
sequence of this is that one person presupposes in the other
a psychological structure similar to his own. Normal
sexuality as a common and apparently similarly directed
experience, strengthens the 'feeling of unity and of identity.
This condition is described as one of complete harmony, and
is extolled as a great happiness (' one heart and one soul'),
and with reason, because the return to the original condition
of unconscious unity, is like a return to childhood. Hence
the childish gestures of all lovers. Even more is it like a
return into the mother's womb—into the teeming depths

